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I, Part cf a letter from Mr John LufFkin to the 
Publijher , concerning jome large Boner , lately 
found in a Gravel- fit near Colchefter. 

SIR , 

f ji Eading the PL TratifaChon for July Jaft, No 271. I 
\ find an account of ferae ftrange Bones found in the 
Grounds of Mr Somner da Chari ham, near Canterbury, in 
Kent, &c- which gives me occafion to infinuate to you the 
lxkewife finding this Summer atV/rabnefs,a fmaliYillage Orn¬ 
ate in the moft Eaftern parts of Ejfex, upon the River Stowr, 
near Harwich, diverfe Bones of an extraordinary bignefs, 
which were found at fir teen or fixteen foot beneath the 
furface of the Earth, in digging for Gra vel to mend the 
Roads with, &c. the largeft aud moft remarkable of 
which, was procured, and fent to me, by the learned and 
ingenious Mr Rich, Minifter of the place. 

We read in Camden, pag.351. that in the time of King 
Richard II. and in the Reign of Queen Eliz. there were 
found in the moft Eaftern Promontory of Ejfex, at a place 
called Cdttljinefs, which I take to be Walton, large Teeth, 
and Bones of an extraordinary bulk, which were efteemed 
the Bones of Giants. Bu t Mr Childrey in his Britannia 
Baconica , pag. 100. rather thinks them to be the Bones 
and Teeth of fome Elephant, buryed thereby their Loving 
Mafters the Romans. 

That thefe were the Bones and Teeth of feme Elephant, 
I am prone to believefirft, becaufe they far furpafs in 
Magnitude the Bones, &c. of the largeft Creatures that 
we have at this day in our Ifland. 

Secondly Becaufe ’tis evident from Dio Caffius, as quo¬ 
ted by Mr Camden. See the Romans inBritain , and in his 
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Britannia. , pag. 347. that abundance of Elephants were 
brought over into England, by the Emperor Claudim, in 
his Wars with the Britains 5 yea, into Ejfex it felt, as ap 
pears from the fame Dio, a little after in thefe words: 
Claudius having at laft joyned Ptautius, and took the com¬ 
mand of the Army, paued the River (meaning the Thames') 
and upon a fair engagement with the Enemy, who were 
pofied there to receive him, obtained die Victory, took 
Camolodumttn, &c. 

Thirdly, In comparing this Bone with the Oideology 
of Dr Mullins in his Anatomical account of the Elephant 
burnt at Dublin, &c. I find it perfectly to agree to and 
with the Os humeri thereof, not only to outward appear¬ 
ance or form, but to meafure alfo^ from which circum- 
ftances we may conclude, that thefe were the Bones, 
of fome Elephant, rather than of any other Animal. 

And it does feemingly appear to me,that thefeTeeth and 
Bones mention’d by Mr Somner, might have been the Te.th 
and Bones of fome Elephant, rather than of the Hippopota¬ 
mus: and that, 

Firfr, in refpeft of the place 3 for, as Mr Camden fays 
in his Britannia , pag. 197. fpeaking of Chilha.n in Kent, 
of which this Chartham is a neighbouring Village, fituate 
in the fame Down, and on the fame River Stowr, that it 
is a current report anjougft the Inhabitants that Julius Coe- 
far encampt there, in his fecond Expedition againft the 
Britains 5 and thence it was called Julham, as if onefhould 
fay, Julius Station or Houfe. 

It appears further, Britan. p.208. that Rhatupi<e (which 
whether Richborough or Stoner matters not ) fituate near 
the prelent Sandwich, was the. place of Claudius his Land¬ 
ing in Britain 5 and that through this Down was his near- 
eft paflage to the Thames (fis indifputable) whither he was 
going: So that ’tis highly probable, that during the ftay, 
palling or repalling of thefe Roman Armies through thefe 
Downs, fome one of their Elephants might perilh or dye, 
and be buried there. Se* 
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Secondly, By the Teeth themfelves, for if you compare 
the Icons given by Mr Somm* , with the Defcriptions of 
Dr Mullins (in the aforefaid Anatomy, p. 40. ) you will 
find them the very fame, as to breadth and depth, &c. and 
their being Mol ares 5 for, fays the Dr, thefe eight (which 
were all the Elephant had befides the.two Tufhes} were 
Mol ares, for he had no Incifores. 

Thirdly and laftly, to folve that great, difficulty (which 
obliged this Gentleman to imagine this Down to have been 
an fL ft u ary ah at his Hippopotamus might therein dig itsfelf 
a Grave, orherwife how fhould thefe Bones be found at 
fuch a depth ? for who with reafon ("fays Mr Somner) can 
imagine, that any Land Creature could ever have had (at 
firft) fo deep a burial : This indeed would have been an 
Herculean Labour. 

But ’tis eafily explained why thefe Bones fhould at this 
day be found at fuch depths, if weconfider the Alteration 
or riling of the Valleys, by the continual wafhing down of 
the loofe Earth or Soyl by the Rains and Snows from the 
adjacent Hills, and by the annual rollings of the Grafs.Sedge, 
&c. growing upon it: for proof of which take the fol¬ 
lowing inftance from Dr Pirn's Nat, Hitt.- of StaffbrdJIiire, 
Chap. vi. p. 48, p. 220. fpeaking of a Mofs, &c. wherein 
there was found a Lump of Coyns of Edward IV. of En¬ 
gland (fuppofed to be loft in 1 a Purfe or Cfoath, now rot¬ 
ted awayj at 18 foot deep, which being about 200 years 
lince (that is, when they were found,J whoever pleafes to 
compute it, will find this Mofs grew about one foot in 11 
years, or one inch per annum and -ir proxhm. Diverfe ether 
inftances of Alteration are mentioned in the fame Hifiory, 
as in Chap. 3 . par. 11,12. and Ch.6. par. 45 46 , 47 . 48 &c. 
Now it will be eafily granted, that if this Mofs grew or 
advanced nfelf above its former furface 18 foot in 200 
years, then this Vale or Down might advance itfelf 17 foot 
in aimoft 1700 years. 

Colchejler, Sept> 15 . 1701 . 
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